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Fleming’s Laboratory 

 
A specialist talk will be given here by the 

Curator – who actually set up the museum -

on Fleming and his discovery. You will be 

encouraged to participate and volunteer in a 

unique inter-active session which lasts about 

30 minutes. This is a fantastic way to learn 

about Fleming and penicillin and you should 

easily be able to recall the important points 

in exams, and the classroom, after this 

experience. 

The other group will in the meantime see a 

short film of Fleming’s work and time, lasting 

about 10 minutes, and then go on to see 

how penicillin was developed further by Florey and Chain as well as learning about 

Fleming’s work during both World Wars. There is a good chronological wall display 

which covers all these important developments during the middle decades of the 

twentieth century. 

Groups will then swap over. 

 
Everything is linked to your GCSE History Medicine through Time Course & covers 
the following: 
 

 Use and Interpretation of source material (written & physical) 

 Understanding of the factors which bring about change 

 Understanding of patterns of change, continuity, progress & regress 

 Understanding the role of war in accelerating the development of surgical 
techniques 

 The role of individuals including Fleming 

 The Impact of “Turning Points”  

 The Changing Experiences of Patients  

 Public Health Reform  
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Questions 

 

        

Prof Fleming’s lab was located in a pokey room in a corner of the hospital up a 

narrow staircase. Why might the room below it have been significant?  

 

 

 

Watch the short video about Fleming and Penicillin and then take a look at the 

small exhibition in the room next door.  

Describe Fleming’s work up to 1928 

 

 

 

 

 

 


