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World War Two Time Line 
 

 
1918 Germany defeated in WW1 
 
1919 The Peace of Versailles – many Germans regarded the terms imposed as very harsh 
 
1925 Hitler publishes Mein Kampf 
 
1929 Wall Street Crash plunges the world into economic turmoil 
 
1931 Japan invades Manchuria (war against China) 
 
1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 
 
1934 Night of the Long Knives; Hitler declared Fuhrer of Germany 
 
1935 Anti-Jewish Nuremberg laws issued 
 
1936 Hitler occupies the Rhineland 
 
1937  Renewed fighting between Japan and China beginning WW2 in the Far East 
 
1938 Anschluss joins Germany and Austria; the Munich Agreement hands the Sudetenland to 

Germany 
 

          
                                    Hitler (left) visits the Sudetenland (right) 
                                                 Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-S33882 / CC-BY-SA and 137-004055 / CC-BY-SA 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-S33882,_Adolf_Hitler_retouched.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Bundesarchiv_Bild_137-004055,_Eger,_Besuch_Adolf_Hitlers.jpg
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Kristallnacht, 9th November 1938 
 
Background: Kristallnacht (the ‘night of broken glass’) was so called after the sound of windows 
being smashed as Jewish businesses and institutions were looted and burned.  It was the 
culmination of a process of persecution that had started on 1st April, 1933 with the SA-
enforced boycott of Jewish shops, businesses and medical and legal practices.  A series of laws 
passed in the years that followed banned Jews from most of the professions, and in September 
1935, the Nuremberg Laws effectively deprived Jews of their German citizenship.  By 1937 
large-scale seizures of Jewish businesses began. 
 
Transportation of Polish Jews:  Until 1938, there were almost 15,000 Polish Jews living and 
working in Germany.  Some had been there for up to thirty years.  When the Polish government 
announced that it would revoke the passports of any Jews who had lived outside Poland for 
more than five years, the Nazis announced that there would no longer be a place for these 
“stateless” Jews within the Reich’s borders. In October, 1938 they were rounded up, 
transported to the Polish border and forced across at gun-point, having had to leave most of 
their possessions behind.   
 

Assassination: On 9th November, 1938, 
a young Polish Jew called Herschel 
Grynszpan (left), who was living in Paris, 
learnt that his parents had suffered this 
fate and assassinated Ernst von Rath 
(right), a Nazi official in Paris, in protest. 
This act gave the Nazis the excuse they 
needed to intensify attacks on German 
Jews.  In the wake of von Rath’s death, 
the Nazi Propaganda Minister, Joseph 
Goebbels, held a meeting later that day 
and ordered Reinhard Heydrich, Chief of 
the Reich’s Security Head Office, to 

organise demonstrations against Jews throughout the Third Reich. Heydrich directed the police 
to ensure that attacks on the German-Jewish community, instigated by SA men in civilian 
clothes, were not hindered. 
 
Deaths: Kristallnacht resulted in the deaths of at least 91 Jews who were killed as anti-Jewish 
violence erupted in cities, towns and villages across the Third Reich. Of these, 36 were killed in 
Berlin alone.  23 of the Berlin’s 29 synagogues were also burned and hundreds of shops and 
businesses were also destroyed. This pattern was repeated throughout the country.   
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Aftermath: The Nazis 
fined the German-Jewish 
community one billion 
marks to pay for the 
damage and enacted new 
laws confiscating Jewish 
property. 35,000 Jews 
were also sent to 
concentration camps.   
After Kristallnacht all 
remaining Jewish 
businesses were forcibly 
“Aryanised”, excluding 
Jews from German 
economic life.   
 
 

Transportations: Transportations began as early as February 1940.  In September 1941 a law 
requiring Jews to wear a yellow Star of David was introduced.  In January 1942, the Wannsee 
Conference held in a suburb of Berlin discussed the “Final Solution” to the “Jewish Question”.   

 


