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           Political Party 
Dec 

1924 

May 

1928 

Sept 

1930 

July 

1932 

Nov 

1932 

Mar 

1933 

Communists (KPD) 45 54 77 89 100 81 

Social Democrats (SDP) 131 153 143 133 121 120 

Democratic Party (DDP) 32 25 20 4 2 5 

Catholic Centre Party 69 62 68 75 70 73 

People’s Party (DVP) 51 45 30 7 11 2 

Bavarian People’s Party 19 16 19 22 20 19 

Nationalists (DNVP) 103 73 41 37 52 52 

Nazi Party (NSDAP) 14 12 107 230 196 288 

Other Parties 21 51 72 11 12 7 

 

The Reichstag & Brandenburg Gate Area 
i) The Reichstag & the Nazis: On 27th 

February, 1933 the Reichstag Building – the 

German Parliament – was gutted by fire.  

The Nazis immediately blamed the 

communists for starting the fire.  It was 

equally likely that the Nazis started the fire 

themselves in order to stir up anti-

communist feelings prior to the March, 1933 

Election.    

 

Although Hitler had become Chancellor in 

January, 1931, the Nazi grip on power was 

not certain.  The number of seats the Nazis 

had in the Reichstag had fallen in the 

November 1932 Election as had their share 

of the popular vote compared to the previous 

July.      

ii) The 1933 Election: When the Weimar Republic had enjoyed a 

period of economic growth in the mid-twenties, Nazi electoral support 

had been low.  Following the Wall Street Crash in 1929 and with rising 

unemployment, Nazi support grew (see table).  

 

As unemployment fell, the Nazi vote also fell and they won fewer seats 

in the November 1932 election (see graph).  The Reichstag Fire is 

often seen as helping to revive Nazi fortunes by panicking voters into 

believing that the Communist threatened order and stability.  To many, 

the Nazis seemed to offer the only strong defence against Bolshevism.          

Nazi Votes 

1928: 0.8 m 

1930: 6.4 m 

1932: 13.7 m (July) 

1932: 11.7 m (Nov)   

iii)  End of Democracy: After 

the Election, Hitler barred 

many Communists from sitting 

in the Reichstag on the grounds 

that they had helped to plan the 

Reichstag Fire.   

 

Enough were excluded for him 

to pass the Enabling Law 

which took legislation out of 

the Reichstag’s hands by 

allowing the Cabinet (ie Hitler 

and his supporters) to pass 

laws without the Reichstag’s 

support.  He was then free to 

pass laws banning other 

political parties, leaving the 

Nazis in control of a one-party 

state.          

iv)  Brandenburg Gate: Built in 1791, the Gate was originally intended as a 

symbol of peace after years of warfare under Frederick the Great.  The addition 

of the Quadriga (the goddess of victory) in 1793 somewhat undermined this 

sentiment.   

 

The Gate is closely linked to Berlin’s turbulent history.  In 

1806, Napoleon rode through it in triumph after defeating 

the Prussians at the Battle of Jena.  In 1871, Kaiser Wilhelm 

I celebrated German unification in similar style.   

 

Hitler’s stormtroopers held a torchlit procession through the 

Gate in January 1933 when Hitler first became Chancellor 

and Soviet troops planted their flag on it in April 1945.  

When the Berlin Wall came down in 1989, the Gate was 

again a focus for celebration.   

 

The painted line running along the far side of the road 

opposite the Gate marks the previous location of the Berlin 

Wall.  The Wall divided the Brandenburg Gate in East 

Berlin from the Reichstag in West Berlin.  

 

   Unemployment & Nazi Votes 

Unemployment 

Figures 
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Look at the table of election results. How did support for the Nazis change over 

time? How does this compare with support for the Communists and for the Social 

Democrats?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How useful is the graph in explaining how support for the Nazis changed over time?  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many voters decided the [Nazi Party] was capable of restoring order, quelling civil unrest, and 
improving Germany's international reputation. Wikipedia 

How does this interpretation compare with that implied by the graph? 
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Food for Thought: Preserving the Nazi Past  
 
In Nuremberg, city 
officials are facing a 
tough decision: What 
to do about the 
increasingly 
dangerous ruins of 
Speer’s rally grounds, 
built in 1933. The 
sprawling, four-
square-mile park 
once hosted party 
events and meetings, and was preserved on film in Leni Riefenstahl's famous propaganda 
vehicle Triumph of the Will. After the war, the grounds were turned into a memorial and 
protected by German law, though they were never renovated or otherwise improved. But now, 
as Speer’s buildings are crumbling into true ruins, city officials say the site is in desperate need 
of a facelift—mainly, for safety reasons. “Demolishing the buildings would provoke 
international outrage—so we are going to renovate the complex, but this does not mean that 
we are sprucing it up,” said Nuremberg mayor Ulrich Maly. Why not just let it crumble? 
According to the paper, that would mean fencing off the ruins to prevent members of the 
curious public from being injured in collapses. But according to critics, shielding the ruins from 
the public could have unforeseen side-effects: Specifically, the “re-mystification” of the Third 
Reich. So instead, the city will spend 70 million euros (around 100 million dollars) making the 
rally grounds safe for human feet. 
http://gizmodo.com/should-germany-spend-millions-preserving-nazi-rally-gro-1245820655  

 

Should Nazi architecture be preserved or destroyed?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it acceptable to turn places of terror and oppression into tourist attractions?  
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