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World War Two Time Line 
 

 
1918 Germany defeated in WW1 
 
1919 The Peace of Versailles – many Germans regarded the terms imposed as very harsh 
 
1925 Hitler publishes Mein Kampf 
 
1929 Wall Street Crash plunges the world into economic turmoil 
 
1931 Japan invades Manchuria (war against China) 
 
1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 
 
1934 Night of the Long Knives; Hitler declared Fuhrer of Germany 
 
1935 Anti-Jewish Nuremberg laws issued 
 
1936 Hitler occupies the Rhineland 
 
1937  Renewed fighting between Japan and China beginning WW2 in the Far East 
 
1938 Anschluss joins Germany and Austria; the Munich Agreement hands the Sudetenland to 

Germany 
 

          
                                    Hitler (left) visits the Sudetenland (right) 
                                                 Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-S33882 / CC-BY-SA and 137-004055 / CC-BY-SA 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-S33882,_Adolf_Hitler_retouched.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Bundesarchiv_Bild_137-004055,_Eger,_Besuch_Adolf_Hitlers.jpg
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In spring 1941 the emphasis was switched again – this time to attacking targets connected with 
the war in the Atlantic in an attempt to prevent key supplies reaching Britain. While the worst 
of the Blitz was over by May 1941 (when Hitler had turned his attention to the attack on Russia) 
bombing of British cities continued throughout the war. The so-called Baedeker Raids on five 
historic cities (York, Bath, Canterbury, Norwich and Exeter, named after a famous tourist 
guidebook and in retaliation for the destruction of Lubeck) took place in April and May 1942 
and from September 1944 London (and a few other cities) was targeted by V2 Rockets. 2,754 
civilians were killed and 6,523 injured but deliberate misinformation by the British meant that 
many of the rockets fell short of the capital.  
 

"We shall go out and bomb every building in Britain marked with three stars in the Baedeker 
Guide" Baron Gustav Braun von Stumm, a spokesman for the German Foreign Office  

 

German Bombers  
 

 
Bundesarchiv, Bild 101I-343-0694-21 / Schödl (e) / CC-BY-SA 

 
Heinkel He 111 a fast medium bomber, it performed well until the Battle of Britain, when its 
weak defensive armament, relatively low speed, and poor maneuverability were exposed. 
 

 
Bundesarchiv, Bild 101I-363-2258-11 / Rompel / CC-BY-SA 

 
Junkers Ju 88, one of the most versatile combat aircraft of the war, used as a bomber, dive 
bomber, night fighter, torpedo bomber, reconnaissance aircraft, heavy fighter and evenas a 
flying bomb.  
 

 


