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The Wars of the Roses 

 

 
Simplified family tree showing the Houses of Lancaster and York 

 

Causes of the Wars of the Roses 
 

 The Lancastrians had a weak claim to the throne and the Duke of York 

thought he had more right to be king 

 Henry VI was mentally infirm and unable to rule 

 Queen Margaret annoyed many of the barons by her policies 

 England lost the 100 Years War and this damaged the prestige of the king 

 Nobles had large private armies which could easily be mobilised for war  

 Many nobles were short of money (and chances to get rich in France) 

 The Duke of Somerset’s influence annoyed many of his rivals 

 Ambitious men such as Warwick the Kingmaker were only too ready to 

throw the country into turmoil for their own ends 

 The deaths caused by feuds created the desire for revenge and a cycle of 

violence 

 Edward IV’s marriage to Elizabeth Woodville allowed her relatives to 

become very powerful and this annoyed many Yorkists including Warwick 

and Clarence.  

 Richard III’s claim to the throne was contested by the Woodvilles as he 

had imprisoned Edward IV’s two sons and had no clear right to be king 
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Lancastrians 
 

     
 
Left to Right: Henry VI whose bouts of insanity left him unable to rule 

England properly; Queen Margaret, whose determination to defend her 

powers contributed to the outbreak of war; Margaret Beaufort who 

schemed for her son to become king; Henry Tudor who became king of 

England at the Battle of Bosworth. 

 

 

Yorkists 
 

  
 
Left to Right: Edward IV; Elizabeth Woodville, Edward’s queen whose 

influence made enemies for her husband; Edward’s treacherous brother the 

Duke of Clarence; Edward’s daughter Elizabeth of York whose marriage to 

Henry VII helped end the Wars of the Roses 

 
 

 

 


