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World War Two Time Line 
 

 
1918 Germany defeated in WW1 
 
1919 The Peace of Versailles – many Germans regarded the terms imposed as very harsh 
 
1925 Hitler publishes Mein Kampf 
 
1929 Wall Street Crash plunges the world into economic turmoil 
 
1931 Japan invades Manchuria (war against China) 
 
1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 
 
1934 Night of the Long Knives; Hitler declared Fuhrer of Germany 
 
1935 Anti-Jewish Nuremberg laws issued 
 
1936 Hitler occupies the Rhineland 
 
1937  Renewed fighting between Japan and China beginning WW2 in the Far East 
 
1938 Appeasement; Anschluss joins Germany and Austria; the Munich Agreement hands the 

Sudetenland to Germany 
 

          
                                    Hitler (left) visits the Sudetenland (right) 
                                                 Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-S33882 / CC-BY-SA and 137-004055 / CC-BY-SA 

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-S33882,_Adolf_Hitler_retouched.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/Bundesarchiv_Bild_137-004055,_Eger,_Besuch_Adolf_Hitlers.jpg
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The Commanders  

 

         
        Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1979-089-22 / CC-BY-SA & 183-R93434 / CC-BY-SA 

  
Far Left: Hermann Göring - WW1 Fighter ace, Nazi party member from the early days, founder 
of the Gestapo, commander-in-chief of the Luftwaffe, minister responsible for the German 
economy in the build-up to World War II, Reichsmarschall and deputy to Adolf Hitler. The 
failures of the Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain lost him influence with the Fuhrer. After the war 
he was sentenced at the Nuremburg Trials to be executed but cheated the hangman by taking 
cyanide the night before the sentence was to be carried out.  
 
Centre Left:  Albert Kesselring - Luftwaffe Generalfeldmarschall, commanded the air force 
during the invasion of Poland and Russia as well as the Battle of Britain, Commander-in-Chief 
South, Commander on the Western Front. A popular and respected commander, his death 
sentence for war crimes was commuted to imprisonment and he was released in 1952.  
 

Centre Right: Hugh Caswall Tremenheere ‘Stuffy’ Dowding, 1st Baron Dowding – fighter pilot 
in WW1, Air Chief Marshal, Air Officer Commanding RAF Fighter Command during the Battle of 
Britain, credited with winning the Battle of Britain by his preparation and management of 
resources. He was replaced in late 1940 following criticism of his leadership and retired in 1942. 
He became a vegetarian, spiritualist and member of the ‘Fairy Investigation Society’.  
 
Far Right: Sir Keith Rodney ‘Skipper’ Park – born in New Zealand, soldier, WW1 flying ace, Air 
Chief Marshal, commander of 11 Group he controlled events hour by hour; ‘the Defender of 
London’ and air commander in the Battle of Malta he was one of the greatest commanders in 
the history of aerial warfare. ‘He was the only man who could have lost the war in a day or even 
an afternoon’ (Air Vice-Marshal Johnson). ‘If any one man won the Battle of Britain, he did. I do 
not believe it is realised how much that one man, with his leadership, his calm judgement and 
his skill, did to save, not only this country, but the world’ (Lord Tedder, Chief of the Air Staff).  
 
Sadly, both these great men felt bitter about the way they were treated. 
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