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The American Sector: Utah and Omaha Beaches 
 

  
American troops in Weymouth heading for Normandy 
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Utah Beach 
 

  
US troops landing at Utah Beach                             101st Airborne Division in St. Marcouf 8.6.1944  
 
Aims Utah was added to the plan for D-day at a relatively late stage (and was one of the reasons 
the invasion was delayed so they could secure the additional resources needed for this and Sword, 
another addition to the original plan) The US 4th Division was to secure the Beach, link up with the 
82nd Airborne and clear the main road from Carentan to Ste Mère Eglise. It had also to form 
bridgeheads over the River Vire and the canal to the east of the Landing Beach and so link up with 
the troops coming from Omaha Beach. The intention was to cut off the Contentin Peninsula so that 
the Germans could not reinforce the port of Cherbourg.  
 
Preliminary Action Two hours before the main invasion force landed, a raiding party of 132 
members of 4th Cavalry Regiment swam ashore at 04:30 at Îles Saint-Marcouf, thought to be a 
German observation post. It was unoccupied, but two men were killed and seventeen wounded by 
mines and German artillery fire. Naval bombardment by over 20 warships of areas behind the 
beach commenced at 05:45, while it was still dark, with the gunners switching to pre-assigned 
targets on the beach as soon as it was light enough to see, at 05:50. This bombardment turned out 
be highly effective, demoralising the German defenders.  
 
Landings The troops had been put into their landing craft three miles further out than the British 
had recommended. Many landed on the beaches suffering from sea-sickness due to rough seas. As 
it turned out the Americans landed two miles south of the intended spot (which was heavily 
defended by blockhouses with 75 mm guns, barbed wire, mines, trenches and machine-gun 
positions) in an area where there were few defensive features apart from some anti-aircraft guns 
and blockhouses. There was some initial hesitancy but after inspecting the beach Brigadier General 
Theodore Roosevelt Jr. decided to "start the war from right here" and ordered further landings to 
be re-routed. Luckily therefore, instead of attacking head-on the attack was in fact from the flanks.  
 
The infantry and tanks landed in four waves beginning at 06:30 and quickly secured the immediate 
area with minimal casualties. Meanwhile, engineers set to work clearing the area of obstacles and 
mines, and additional waves of reinforcements continued to arrive. Removal of mines and 
obstacles from the beach had to be completed before the tide came in at 10:30. The teams used 
explosives to destroy beach obstacles and blow gaps in the sea wall to allow quicker access for  


