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This pack is accompanied by further resources: 
 

 

 The Strange Death of King Harold II 

 Battle of Hastings, 1066 by William of Malmesbury 

 Pevensey Castle 
 Rochester Timeline (2 day tours only) 

 Rochester Castle plan (2 day tours only) 

 Rochester map (2 day tours only) 

 Rochester Cathedral plan (2 day tours only) 

 

The Conflict for the Throne 
 

 
Simplified family tree showing the family of Edward the Confessor (Kings of England 
shown in blue) 
 
Edward the Confessor and his wife Edith had no children despite many years of 
marriage. Medieval sources put this down to either his saintliness (he once lived as a 
monk and was said to have taken a vow of celibacy) or to his dislike for Edith as having 
been forced on him by her powerful father, Earl Godwin. Modern historians tend to 
dismiss these suggestions and favour a simple biological explanation. Whatever the 
reason the consequences were catastrophic for Anglo-Saxon England. With no obvious 
relative to inherit the throne a struggle for power ensued which was to be settled by 
the verdict of not one epic battle but two. The main claimants were five in all.  
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Edward the Confessor and his wife Edith 
 


