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Introduction 

 

This study pack will help you to get the most out of your Galina Study Tour. 

 

You need to read the information carefully and; 

 

1. Complete the exercises and add any further information given to you by the Tour Guide 

at the various locations visited.   

 

2. You should attempt to record your feelings and observations during the tour. 

 

Your Guide will be happy to answer any questions you have about the story or the locations you 

will visit. Don’t feel shy; it is often the case that other people have the same questions in mind!   

 

You will have opportunities to take photographs and to collect souvenirs. 

 

You will visit locations where acts of war took place with horrific consequences for people of 

many nationalities, from very different backgrounds and across a wide range of ages.  Many 

families have personal links with men who died or were injured in the Ypres area.   

 

Make sure you treat all the locations which you will visit with the respect that these people 

deserve. 

 

‘Private Peaceful’ in brief 

 

Private Peaceful is the story of two brothers who grow up in a rural community in Devonshire 

over one hundred years ago.  In the first half of the story, Michael Morpurgo, the author 

describes the childhood experiences of Tommo, his elder brother, Charlie, their family friends 

and neighbours.  It is a very moving account, beautifully written with well-described characters 

and a plot which includes sadness, humour and aspects of growing up.  The relationship between 

the two brothers is clearly established which is important in understanding how the story 

develops. 

 

When the First World War begins, Charlie and Tommo join the army and are soon sent to the 

Ypres area in Belgium.  As the story unfolds you learn a great deal of the experiences that all 

soldiers of the time must have gone through – training, battle, injuries, death, discipline and 

relaxation.  Your tour is designed to help you to understand more about these experiences. The 

climax is both unexpected and tragic.  The author, Michael Morpurgo uses this book to explain 

how soldiers found guilty of serious offences could be punished by execution by firing squad.  

He, Michael Morpurgo, employs a ‘flash back’ technique in which chapters set during one night 

alternate with chapters which describe the previous lives of Tommo, Charlie and the other 

characters. 

 

Listen carefully to your Guide and your teachers and try your best to complete the following 

activities when asked. 

 

Enjoy your tour! 
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Talbot House (‘Toc H’) 

 

During the Great War, Poperinge (‘Pops’ – ‘Little Paris’) was part 

of unoccupied Belgium. Away from the turmoil of battle in the 

Ypres Salient, the town became the nerve centre of the British 

sector. In the heart of this bustling town, the Army chaplains Neville 

Talbot and Philip "Tubby" Clayton opened a club. From December 

1915 onwards, and for more than three years, the House provided 

rest and recreation to all soldiers coming in, regardless of their rank. 

It was known as ‘Toc H’ from the term for ‘T’ in army signalling. 

The first floor of the neighbouring hop store was taken over and 

used for church services attended by large groups. Soon the 

storehouse, first called Church Hall, then Concert Hall, was used for 

other purposes and activities such as lessons, lectures, movies, 

concerts, debates, etc. Illusionists, poets and comedians gave shows. 

 

Talbot House was an ‘Every Man’s Club’ – rank counted for 

nothing here. It was a place to come and forget the war. It was a 

huge a success. Apart from women and alcohol the men could find 

the comforts of home – food, drink, games, conversation, stationary, 

spiritual comfort … 

 

On your visit you will see: 

 

The Hop Store 

 

 A video showing a soldier who visited ‘Toc H’ 

 A video recreating a show at Talbot House by the Happy Hoppers 

 Tubby’s Post War Room  

 A display about Poperinge and WWI: The exhibition follows Tubby Clayton on a journey 

through his photo album with themes such as the medical help for the injured, interaction 

between the soldiers and inhabitants, war logistics, and ensuring that the fighting spirit 

was maintained (medals for the brave and punishment for deserters). 

 

   
Talbot House – from the street, from the garden and inside 
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The Garden 

Tubby called it ‘the largest room in the House’. For soldiers who had to live for days at a time in 

a world of mud and shot-up trees, the garden was an oasis of rest and peace. 

 

The House 

Talbot House was built by the wealthy hoptraders of the Lebbe family in the 18th Century. In 

1915, after the house was struck by a German shell, the owner decided to leave for a safer place 

with his family. Soon thereafter, the house was rented to the 6th division of the British army. In 

the house you will find: 

 

 A tea room 

 Old Canteen and Reception rooms (notice the map, piano and ‘Friendship Corner’) 

 The chaplain’s room 

 The Upper Room (Chapel) 

 

  
The Chaplain’s Room                                         The Chapel in the Upper Room 

 

What did it mean to call it an ‘Every Man’s’ Club? 

 

 

 

 

How was Talbot House made to feel ‘homely’?  

 

 

 

 

 

How could soldiers spend their time here? What was NOT available here? 
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Why was there a library? How did they stop soldiers stealing the books? 

 

 

 

 

What did it mean to say that the ‘foundations are in the loft’? 

 

 

 

How far was it possible to forget the war in Poperinge? 

 

 

 

 
 

 


