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Ironbridge: The Basics 
 

The small town of Ironbridge was 

world famous in the 18th century and 

was in some ways the most 

technologically advanced place in the 

world. The River Severn was an 

important transport route and ran 

through a steep gorge with no 

crossing between Madeley and 

Broseley. Architect Thomas Pritchard 

wrote to his friend local ironmaster 

'iron mad' John Wilkinson of 

Broseley, to suggest building a bridge out of cast iron. At the time iron makers 

were keen to demonstrate exciting new uses for their products. Abraham Darby 

III agreed to make the bridge but it cost more than he had expected and his 

company ran into serious financial difficulties but the bridge was a great success – 

the tolls made a good profit for the shareholders and it was the only bridge to 

survive a major flood undamaged. The bridge has had to undergo a number of 

repairs since it opened – the arch is being forced up by the movement of the river 

banks.  

 

Compare the picture 

painted in 1780 with. How 

are they different? Can 

you find out why the 

bridge does not look like 

the painting? 

 

 

 

How much did it cost to 

cross the bridge?  
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Museum of the Gorge 

 
Look at the displays and watch the video then try to answer these questions  

 

What does Ironbridge have in common with the Taj Mahal and Great Wall of 

China? 

 

 

 

 

Why has Ironbridge achieved this status? 

 

 

 

 

What raw materials are found in the area? 

 

 

 

 

What problem faced the iron industry in the early 18th century? 

 

 

 

What was the problem using coal? 

 

 

 

 

What new method did Abraham Darby I use? 

 

 

 

 


